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It is a common theme throughout the Bible that God has authority even over death. We read 
in 1 Corinthians a verse that specifically declares death has no victory. This verse sounds 
promising and inspires hope for many believers. 
 
In the book of Hosea, God promised He would deliver His people from death (see Hosea 
13:14). It is this passage in Hosea that Paul alluded to in his letter to the Corinthians, 
establishing that indeed, Jesus was the fulfillment of God’s promise to save His people from 
death. 
 

“’Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?’ The sting of death is 
sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:55-57). 

 
Although this is a powerful verse that believers can trust, it may be difficult to fully 
understand what this verse means. The reality is that people – Christians included – die 
every day. According to Scripture, we are mortal beings with our days numbered (Psalm 
139:16). Mortality was ushered in when Adam and Eve ate of the forbidden tree. There is 
no contradiction, though, between this verse and the scope of Scripture. What this passage 
in 1 Corinthians 15 promises is that we have victory over sin and death through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ! 
 
What Does It Mean “Death Where Is Your Victory”? 
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When we look to the Gospels, we find a radical message from the very words of Jesus. What 
Jesus taught in John’s Gospel conveys a parallel message to that which was written to the 
church of Corinth. Jesus did not deny the reality of death that every person faces; He boldly 
preached that death does not have victory over those who believe in Him as their Lord and 
Savior. 
 

“Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though 
he die, yet shall he live’” (John 11:25). 

 
Scripture acknowledges the fallen world in which we live. Sin and death are a result of Adam 
and Eve’s decision to disobey God. Yet death is not the end of humankind’s story! The Good 
News is that those who believe in Jesus will enter into eternal life upon their death. Though 
we die, we who believe will live on. Death has no victory when believers have confidence 
that Jesus has prepared a place for us. Death has no victory because we will spend our 
eternity in heaven with the Lord! 
 
What Is the Context of This Verse? 
 
The Apostle Paul wrote this letter to the church of Corinth. Corinth was a large, wealthy 
Greek city within the Roman empire and therefore it was under Roman rule. In this lengthy 
letter, Paul wrote to the Corinthians addressing their division, the seriousness of sexual 
immorality, marriage, food laws, and worship. Paul responded in this letter to many issues 
that the church in Corinth was facing at the time. He ended with a discussion about the 
resurrection. 
 
Our verse shows up near the end of the letter, where Paul wrote about Jesus’ resurrection, 
along with the resurrection of the bodies of believers when Jesus returns. Here Paul 
affirmed that not only will the souls of believers become immortal upon Christ’s return, but 
our bodies will also be made new and immortal. Paul connected this concept to the fact that 
Jesus’ whole being – including His body – resurrected from the dead. Jesus’ resurrection is 
a guarantee of the resurrection of all believers when Christ returns. 
 
Paul was likely responding to the mistaken belief that only the soul would be resurrected. 
In some cultures, the body was considered bad or separate from who humans really are. 
This ideology contradicts what Scripture teaches; our bodies are good because they are 
made by God, they are part of who we are, and they will also be made new when Christ 
returns. In fact, it was Jesus’ bodily resurrection that satisfied the debt of our sins. Jesus was 
the perfect lamb and atonement, and indeed, without His bodily resurrection, none could 
be saved. 
 
This particular verse follows Paul’s affirmation of the bodily resurrection. Jesus, through 
His death and resurrection, has overcome death’s victory and the sting of death, which is 
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sin. He has paid the ransom and ushered in forgiveness of sin. As believers, we can find great 
encouragement and hope from this message of victory over death. 
 
What Is the "Sting of Death?" 
 
According to this verse, the sting of death is sin. Here death is almost personified, perhaps 
alluding to the evil one, who uses sin as a way to hurt people and lead them away from God. 
Death uses sin to cause chaos and hurt in life. Sinfulness leads to much pain and strife in the 
world. If there were no sin, there’d be no death. The Apostle Paul put it this way when he 
wrote to the church in Rome: 
 

“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord” (Romans 6:23). 

 
Sin leads someone away from Jesus and away from the free gift of eternal life in Jesus. Sin 
and death are intrinsically tied together. 
 
Jesus is life. His entire being is in complete opposition to sin and death. It was His death and 
resurrection that brought victory over sin and death. God satisfied His promise to deliver 
His people from death through sending Jesus to die and resurrect. Jesus’ sacrifice swallowed 
up any victory that death threatened to have over humanity. Jesus made it possible for all 
to come to believe and have eternal life in Him. 
 
If We All Die, Why Does Death No Longer Have Power over Us? 
 
It might seem difficult to understand what this verse is teaching when we face the reality 
every day that people die. It would seem, then, that death does have power over us. 
However, we know that God’s truth is without error, and it is consistent in this message. We 
can gain a better understanding and trust God’s truth in this matter. In another letter 
written by Paul, a similar idea is relayed which may help bring clarity to this teaching. 
 

“And which now has been manifested through the appearing of our Savior Christ 
Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the 
gospel” (1 Timothy 1:10). 

 
Through His death and resurrection, Jesus abolished death and ushered in eternal life for 
those who follow God. Though people die of old age, health issues, or other reasons, those 
who have put their faith in Jesus will live on in heaven for eternity. Death no longer has 
power over us because we are promised eternal life in Jesus Christ! 
 
In a world that seems ravaged by sin and death and the consequences of them, we find great 
hope throughout God’s word that Jesus has conquered the sting and victory that death 
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would have over us! When we give our hearts and lives to Jesus, we are promised an eternal 
life – truly, death has no victory over those who believe in Jesus. 
 
God made a promise that He would deliver His people from the victory of death. In the death 
and resurrection of Jesus, that promise was fulfilled. God is faithful. He cares for humanity 
in profound ways. Sending His Son to conquer sin and death came from God’s deep love for 
humanity and His desire to see none perish. 
 


